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AusVELS: Level 1
Speaking and Listening – Language (ACELA1443, ACELA1444)

Before we go
•	 Discuss with students what it means to 

communicate.

•	 Write words for a variety of feelings (e.g. 
‘excited’, ‘angry’, ‘sad’ or ‘scared’) on small 
pieces of paper. Place them in a container 
and, in groups, students can take turns to 
take out a piece of paper. 

•	 Within each group, students practise 
expressing or acting out the feeling written 
on their piece of paper, without using 
words or sounds.

•	 Groups share their efforts with the rest of 
the class and other groups guess what 
they are communicating.

•	 Display pictures of some different systems 
of communication (e.g. signs, symbols). 

•	 Students identify as many other 
systems of communication as they can, 
contributing to a class list. 

•	 Explain to students that they will be 
walking around the local area to look for 
different systems of communication.

•	 Provide each group with a piece of paper 
so they can record each system they see.
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Out and about
•	 As they walk, students look for systems 

of communication and record them 
(e.g. street and road signs, traffic 
lights, railway signals, signs in other 
languages).

•	 Periodically stop students and ask them 
what each system is communicating and 
to whom. 

Lesson Plan Level 1: English 

How we communicate
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Key learning outcomes
Students will be able to:
•	 identify various systems of communication
•	 understand that language is used in conjunction with 

other systems of communication
•	 express simple emotions and follow simple directions 

without using words

Suggested time 
Before we go: 40 minutes
Walk: 30 minutes
When we get back: 45 minutes
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When we get back
•	 Groups discuss the systems of 

communication they saw on the walk and 
add their observations to the class list.

•	 Discuss who the audience for each 
system of communication might be and 
why they might find it useful.

•	 Students write a short story explaining 
the walk and the systems of 
communication they saw.

AusVELS Level 1
Strand Sub-strand Elaboration

Speaking and 
Listening

Language

Understand that people use different systems of 
communication to cater to different needs and 
purposes and that many people may use sign 
systems to communicate with others (ACELA1443)

Understand that language is used in combination 
with other means of communication, for example 
facial expressions and gestures to interact with others 
(ACELA1444)

•	 recognising how and where signs and symbols are used and 
placed in students’ school and community

•	 recognising the effect of words, symbols, gestures and 
body language on the way communications are received 
by others

Suggested assessment
Assess student’s ability to:
•	 identify various systems of communication

•	 recognise that language is used in conjunction with other systems of 
communication

•	 follow simple directions and express simple emotions without language

Further connections  
Students and their families could:
•	 conduct a similar walk in their local neighbourhood or other location they 

visit to find different signs 

•	 draw or photograph unusual signs to share with the class

•	 complete a Smart Steps: for Families – Activity Sheet at home

Resources
•	 empty jar or container

•	 small pieces of paper

•	 pictures of different systems of 
communication (e.g. signs, symbols)

Useful links
Road signs
www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/Home/
SafetyAndRules/RoadRules/RoadSigns.htm

www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps/families/activitysheets
www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/Home/SafetyAndRules/RoadRules/RoadSigns.htm
www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/Home/SafetyAndRules/RoadRules/RoadSigns.htm

